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Abstract

This poster was the result of a paper that was written as the first essay assignment In
an Intellectual Foundations class. The paper covered the first unit of this class, Gods
and myths. The goal of the paper was to compare the idea of the divine and their
relationships with the world and humanity in Babylonian Genesis, Genesis, and
Plato’s work on training soldiers. The author began by thinking of their experience
with religion and how It fit with the role of God discussed In class. One such
discussion was how different Christian branches interpret the work of Genesis
differently; they often interpret him as being all powerful, all knowing, and acting
almost as a puppeteer of humanity when he is not presented as such in the literal text.
Focusing on this religious interpretation versus literal interpretation idea, the author
discovered that different interpretations of God can influence behavior in
communities, as presented by Plato’s work. Overall, working on this paper solidified
for the author that while the literal meanings of religious texts differ from how they
are presented In religious contexts, there is still value in non-literal interpretations in
the sense that they can bring comfort, solace, and guidance to individuals and
communities that need It.

Introduction

Around the world, many people turn to religion to fulfill various purposes in their
lives; these purposes range from wanting to feel a part of a community to needing
spiritual guidance. Religion provides a sense of comfort for some as it explains the
key to leading a happy, fulfilling life. Religion can also provide explanations to how
and why the world was created, however, each religion Is unigue and can have Its own
explanations for how the world and everything in it came to be. Throughout the
following paragraphs, I will be comparing Babylonian Genesis, Genesis, and Plato’s
work on training soldiers, and explaining what each text says about the Divine and
their relationship with the earth and its beings.
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Figure 1. Cover
photo of Heidel’s
Translation of The
Babylonian Genesis.

Gods:

Polytheistic; many gods
Human-like qualities
Vengeful

Apsu states, “Their way has become

painful to me, ...I will (destroy)

them and put an end to their way”

(Heidel 19).
Power hungry
Material World:
- Created by separating body of Tiamut into
land and sky
Created as a prison for rebel gods
Now serves as a place for humans that the
gods can rule over.
- Resources for humans to build idols
Relation to Humans:
Humans created to serve/worship gods

Took the place of lesser gods to perform

jobs: “Not suited to (human)
understanding...” (Heidel 47).
Do not care for humans

Humans are only capable of what gods put

Into them

through the gods.

All their thoughts and innovations done

Gods
- Have the power
Creators of the
material world
Live separate
from humans
Material World:
Home for
humans
Has resources
for human use
Relation to
Humans:
Gods are above
humans
Created by
gods

Gods:
Monotheistic; one God
Creator of all
Gentle and merciful
Walks with Adam and Eve in the Garden of
Eden.
Punishes humans appropriately when they sin.
God states, “Cursed be you...to the women
He said “I will terribly sharpen your birth
pangs...for your man shall be your longing,
and he shall rule over you...to the human
He said...Cursed be the soil for your
sake...By the sweat of your brow shall you
eat bread till you return to the soil...” (Alter
13-14).
Material World:
Speaks the world into existence in 7 days
Created the world with the intent of it being a home
for life
Gave humans resources needed to survive
A world humans could cultivate and expand
upon
Meant to be used as a resource
Relation to Humans:
Humans have free will
God walks with humans and cares for them
God has certain unspoken expectations for humans
but only takes reactive measures to stop them.
Tower of Babel
Noah’s Ark
Cane and Abel
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Figure 2. Cover
photo of Alter’s
Translation of
Babylonian Genesis.

Plato’s Work: The Republic Book |1

The Republic discusses the account of Socrates as he contemplates how soldiers should || -
be prepared for war. Rather than focusing on battle, the main focus seems to be on how
the soldiers will be taught about the Divine, and how to make them good people.

- Concludes that gods have to be In

s Figure 3. A

Conclusions
Based on real-world observations, | believe the Abrahamic Genesis IS more
persuasive.
- Provides a more accurate description of how humans interact with the

world
- Acknowledges that there Is more to life then worshipping God

Through class discussions and group work, we were asked to look at these
texts from a literary perspective and think of our own conclusions on the
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complete agreement, so there can - The way a religious text or religion In general Is Interpreted, has a major

tollowing: only be one God - = " AR Philosopher Impact on the way humans carry themselves and shape their lives.
9; - An Effective God: - i i, and author of - There are many religious texts and translations across the world that offer
- Isonly responsible for the good in - = 2% WEEEEAEE Y The Republic, various perspectives on life, and it is important to consider their

- Take two of the religious texts and explain what we learn about the divine
In them.

- Describe the material world In each text.

- Explain what we know about humans in each text.

- Explain what Plato says about the divine and do you believe humans
would have a relationship with Plato’s divinity?

- Which text Is most persuasive to you?

the world R o
- No need to lie or deceive ) 1 y
- Meaning God cannot change  jald + )
form to appear to humans o T
- Implies that God is more of a role
model figure; similar to characters in

a parable

Implications and respect the influence each text has on a society’s culture.
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